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Objectives

· To identify the most- prescribed long- acting & short-
acting opiates and their positive & negative attributes.

· To be able to recognize the most commonly prescribed 
short - acting narcotic/acetaminophen combinations & 
their risks.

· To understand the toxicities associated with both long & 
short - acting opiates.

· To be able to determine patterns of emerging chemical 
dependency.



Provide a baseline steady-state of pain relief, 
24/7, when taken as prescribed.

-Take away the ñroller-coasterò effect of pain 
control.

-Attenuate the euphoria associated with short-
acting opiate prescription medications.



Disadvantages of Prescribing Long-Acting Opiates

-Extremely Addicting.

-High street value if sold illegally.

-Can be difficult to wean if taken over a long period 
of time.



Disadvantages of Prescribing Long-Acting 
Opiates (cont.)

-Side effects when combined with other 
conditions and/or behavior can be life-
threatening.

-When combined with other medications, 
they potentiate each other.






